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defining experience of the war for the French people. As traumatized populations returned home, preoccupied by the desire for safety and
bewildered by the unexpected turn of events, they put their faith in Marshall Petain who was able to establish his collaborative Vichy regime largely
unopposed, while the Germans consolidated their occupation. Watching events unfold on the other side of the channel, British ministers looked on
with increasing horror, terrified that Britain could be next.
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