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Createspace Independent Publishing Platform, United States, 2015. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 229 x 152 mm. Language: English . Brand New
Book ***** Print on Demand *****.In his famous lectures at Oxford University in 1908 and 1909, William James made a sustained and eloquent case
against absolute idealism and intellectualism in philosophy. Ever since Socrates and Plato, the philosophy of the absolute had held sway-the
emphasis on essence at the expense of concrete appearance, the insistence on a coherent universe, abstract, timeless, finished, enclosed in its
totality. James s own thinking led him to renounce monistic idealism and the intellectualization of all truth. Going against the grain of entrenched
philosophy, James argues in A Pluralistic Universe that the world is not a uni-verse but a multi-verse. He honors the human experience of manyness
and disconnection (and various kinds of unity) in the world of flux and sensation, a world that is discounted scornfully by the monists. Pluralistic
empiricism, as James called it, permits intellectual freedom, while the artificial concepts of monism do not. It approaches the only reality that has
any meaning, one that follows the pattern of daily experience. A Pluralistic Universe, like Some Problems in Philosophy and Essays in Radical
Empiricism (also available as Bison Books), is basic to an understanding of James s thought. Henry Samuel Levinson, a professor and the head of
religious studies at the University of North Carolina at Greensboro, is the author of Santayana, Pragmatism, and the Spiritual Life.
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